On examining the body as it lay, I found the face much congested, otherwise the appearances were natural.
On examining the body as it lay, I found the face much congested, otherwise the appearances were natural.
A post-mortem examination was objected to, and not insisted upon.
In the above, we had evidently to deal with a true case of " sunstroke;" and from the rarity of such cases in this country, and the absence of authentic descriptions of them, this one presents peculiar interest.
Here we had a strong man struck down suddenly in the prime of life. His not being well for some few days previous to the attack acted as a predisposing cause; the rays of the sun as the direct cause.
The symptoms presented closely resemble those described by some of our army surgeons who had frequent opportunities of studying this disease.
The excessive thirst and sense of faintness, the laboured breathing, coma, and lividity of the face and contracted pupils, described by Dr Russel and others, were all present; the sudden fatal termination being a well-marked symptom.
As regards treatment in such cases, the " cold douche " applied over the head and along the spine, sinapisms to the extremities, and the immediate employment of stimulants, would probably afford the best chance of a successful termination.
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